
MISCELLANEOUSNOTES

alighting on the ground after espying some insect, the bird

would puff out its breast and start swaying it from one side to

the other and then pick up an item of food. After moving on a

little, the performance would be repeated once or twice. This

behaviour was performed by both sexes. They also launched

aerial sallies once in a while to catch some flying insect and at

times darted vertically upwards. The puffing out of the breast

feathers and the swaying motion on the ground give the

appearance of a threat display, but it is more likely that this is

a resort to flush out the insects from their sparse grass ground

cover. The habitat preferred by this species consists of ground

sparsely covered by short grass and dotted about by stunted

bushes of Prosopis chilensis (= juliflora), Ziziphus sp. etc.

To the north of the area under observation was a closely

planted row of P. chilensis , beyond which were some closely

planted vegetation and thick cover of grass. Stoliczka’s

Bushchat perched on the bare twigs of P. chilensis repeatedly,

but scrupulously avoided entering the area of thick ground

cover. After every foray for food, whether aerial or on the

ground, these birds generally returned to the same perch. As

described by Ali and Ripley ( 1 973), the habits of this Bushchat

are similar to the other members of the genus. However, owing

to its extreme rarity, it has perhaps not been possible to study

all aspects in this regard. The very fact that the species was

observed in Kutch after a lapse of over a century and a quarter

proves its rarity.
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22. OCCURRENCEOF THE GREYBUSHCHATSAXICOLA FERREA(GRAY)
NEARNANJANAGUD,MYSOREDISTRICT, KARNATAKA

A male Saxicola ferrea was observed close to

Narasambudhi lake, a large irrigation tank with a 2000 acre

waterspread nearNanjanagud town (12° 5' N, 76° 43' E; 20 km

south of Mysore city), on December 9, 200 1

.

The bird had a striking white supercilium and a black

‘mask’ around the eyes, ears and cheeks, whitish throat and

a light grey wash on the underparts. Crown and back were a

very dark grey, appearing almost black from a distance, but

with faint brownish-white vertical striations at close range.

The tail was black with faintly visible white edges. A white

shoulder patch was distinct in flight, scarcely visible when

alight. Bill and legs were blackish.

The bird was observed at 0745 hrs, hunting from a perch

on an Acacia leucophloea tree beside the outlet canal of the

lake, amid open area and close to a coconut grove. The

surrounding area was open, partially irrigated land. The

behaviour was characteristic of bushchats, but it was twice

noted, unusually, to venture into the tree crown and feed like

a warbler. This behaviour is atypical of bushchats and perhaps

not common in this species, but we have observed it on two

separate occasions previously in the Pied Bushchat Saxicola

caprata.

The Grey Bushchat is “a common resident, subject to

altitudinal and short-range seasonal movements. The

Himalayas from NWFPto Arunachal Pradesh, thence south

through Nagaland (?), Manipur, Meghalaya and Mizoram...

Winters from.... into the Gangetic plain south to the Yamuna

river and throughout Assam and Bangladesh” (Ali and Ripley

1987). It has been subsequently recorded from the Kanha

National Park (Newton et al. 1986), Bandhavgarh National

Park (Tyabj i 1 990) and Karera Bustard Sanctuary, all in Madhya

Pradesh, and Bharatpur in Rajasthan (Kannan 1993). These

represent the southernmost recorded extension of this species.

The record from Nanjanagud is the first from southern India.

The intense cold wave in northern India at the time of sighting

might have been the cause for the flight of the bird so far

south, where it is usually not found.
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